124               THE SACRIFICE OF FIRST-FRUITS           CHAP,

been reaped, the people of Nias deck the images of their
ancestors with wreaths, and offer to them the first dishful
of boiled rice, while they thank them for the blessings they
have bestowed on the family.1 The Irayas and Catalangans
of Luzon, tribes of the Malay stock, but of mixed blood,
worship chiefly the souls of their ancestors under the name
of anitos, to whom they offer the first-fruits of the harvest.
The anitos are household deities; some of them reside in
pots in the corners of the houses ; and miniature houses,
standing near the family dwelling, are especially sacred to
them.2 When the Bagobos of the Philippines have got in
their harvest of rice or maize, they will neither eat of it nor
sell so much as a grain till they have made a pretence of
feeding all their agricultural implements.8

Sacrifices           The  Bukaua  of German  New Guinea  think that the

fruhsin spirits of their dead have power to make the fruits of the
New earth to grow. Accordingly when they have cleared a
patch Jn the forest for cultivation and are planting their
crops, they take particular care to plant slips near the tree-
stumps which have been left standing in the field, because
the spirits of their long dead ancestors are supposed to
perch on them. While they plant, they call out the names
of the dead, praying them to guard the field, so that their
children, the living, may have food to eat and not suffer
hunger. And similarly, when they plant stones shaped like
taro bulbs in the ground, which are supposed to produce
a fine crop of taro, they pray to their forefathers to grant
them an abundance of the fruits. When the crops are ripe,
the people fetch bundles of taro, clusters of bananas, sugar-
canes, and vegetables from the fields and bring them back
solemnly to the village; a feast is prepared and a portion
of the new fruits, along with tobacco, betel, and dog's flesh,
is put in a coco-nut shell and set on a scaffold in the house
of the owner of the field, while he prays to the spirits of
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